THE ASSOCIATION OF

Towns
OF THE STATE OF NEW YORK

2009 BUSINESS SESSION
Wednesday, February 18, 2009 @ Hilton New York, NYC

Resolved, that the Official Delegates to the 2009 Annual Meeting of the
Association of Towns of the State of New York have adopted resolutions
on the following topics:

Preserve and Strengthen Home Rule

Mandate Relief

Economic Stimulus

Highway And Transportation Funding

Water, Wastewater and Stormwater Infrastructure Aid
Preserve and Strengthen Local Government's Role in the
Siting of Energy Generation Facilities

Preserve Town Land Use Authority in the Natural Gas
Exploration And Extraction Approval Process
Highway Mutual Aid

Local Road Classification

Reform of GML 207-¢ Disability Benefits for Law
Enforcement

Road Preservation Bonds

Publication Of Legal Notices

Reform Real Property Tax System

Justice Court Security

Inventory Of Utility Property

Preservation Of Town Registrars Of Vital Statistics
Retention Of Lever Voting Machines
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To: The Governor of the State of New York
To: The Members of the New York State Assemblyv and Senate

To: The Heads of the Several State Departments, Divisions,
and Other Agencies of New York State Government

To: Members of the United States Congress

The resolutions contained herein were adopted by the Delegates to the 2009
Annual Meeting of the Association of Towns of the State of New York on Feb-
ruary 18. As such, they were passed by a majority of the delegates present and.
in respect to these 1ssues, represent the legislative positions of the Association for
2009,

The adapted resolutions were first submitted to the Association’s Resolutions
Commiftee from one or more of its member towns. They wers considered by
the Comumittee and if found to be relevant to all towns, or town government as a
whole, they were then forwarded to all member towns prior to the Annual Meeting.
Thev were then put before the delegates for an affirmative or negative vote,

The Resolutions contained herein, if successfully enacted into law or placed in
regulation, would either directly or indirectly increase the efficiency of town
government and lower costs to its residents. At a tume when much emphasis 1s
being placed on studving ways to accomplish such goals. the Association and 1ts
members. representing almost half of New York State’s population. urge that as
legislative proposals are advanced that relate to the subjects contamned i these
resolutions, vou will keep our positions and concerns m nund, with an intent to-
ward embracing them as positive steps for the benefit of town government and its

3 mullion residents.

Please feel free to call upon the staff of this Association if vou need assistance
in resolving anv issues relating to these resolutions.

Respectfully submuitted:

G. Jeffrev Haber
Executive Director

Dated February 18, 2009

.

150 State Street
Albany, NY 12207

(515) 465-79535




Resolution No. 17
RetextioN oF LEVER VoTrmng MACHINES

WHEREAS, for many decades New York State has successfully used mechanical lever-style
voting machmes. with very few problems. and 1s desirous of continuing to do so: and

WHEREAS, the continued use of lever voting machines 1s i the best interest of the public
and should be permittad to be used in future general elections; and

WHEREAS, the elimination of lever voting machuines, as required by statute. 1s costly to tax-
payers, will result m another burden upon the local taxpavers and will be confusing to the
voting public without adequate tune and education, NOW THEREFORE BE IT

RESOLVED, that the Association of Towns hereby requests the United States Congress,
Governor of New York, New York State Legislature and the New York State Board
of Elections to enact laws, rules and regulations and take all other needed actions to
specifically authorize the continued use of lever voting machines.
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About New York's Towns . ..

ew York State local government structure is made up of four

general purpose municipal corporations: counties, towns, vil-

lages and cities. A town is a general purpose municipal corpo-
ration with Constitutional “home rule™ powers. More than 8.1 million
New Yorkers or nearly 50 percent of our population live in towns: i
fact evervone in New York who lives outside a city or an Indian reser-
vation lives in a town. There are more towns in New York than there
are cities and villages combined.

About the Association of Towns . . .

he Association of Towns of the State of New York was estab-

lished by town officials in 1933 as a means for united action

of the towns of this State and of the officers thereof for the
improvement and preservation of town government. In 1935, the As-
sociation organized the Town and County Officers Training School
and obtained a charter from the Board of Regents to conduct training
courses of both a regional and state-wide nature, for various town and
county officers: including. town board members. clerks. tax collectors
and receivers, assessors, finance officers. justices. attorneys. and plan-
ning and zoning board members. The Annual Meeting of the Associa-
tion of Towns 1s a peak in the Association’s internal affairs each year.
The group sessions for the respective officers provide not only formal
instruction. but also a medium for the exchange of ideas and informa-
tion. For the past 40 years. the annual meeting and training school has
been conducted in New York City. As part of the Annual Meeting.
town officials from around the state gather to vote on the Association
of Town's annual legislative program. The goals of the legislative pro-
gram are many. including preservation of home rule and local author-
ity. elimination of burdensome mandates and a means to strengthen
the partnership between federal. state and local governments in order
to foster our shared economic prosperity and to improve the quality of
life for those who live. work and visit New York.




